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Studyfinds

thatpublicschools

perfonnsimllarly
to nriyateschools

Private schools often ~
are praised for provid-

ing a better quality edu- ~
cation, while public
schools are criticized for
having poor student
achievement on stan-
dardized exams.
However, a recently
released study finds that
when differences in stu-
dent backgrounds are
taken into account,
public school students
frequently perform as
well as or better than

students in private
schools.

Published by the
National Center for

Education Statistics, part of the U.S. Department of Education,
and contracted to the Educational Testing Service, this study used
"hierarchical linear modeling" to control the demographic and
location differences.

See the April 7 issue of PSBA's School Leader News for an arti-
cle about a previous study by Christopher and Sarah Theule
Lubienski that reached similar conclusions.

The new study, "Comparing Private Schools and Public Schools
Using Hierarchical Linear Modeling," was authored by Henry
Braun, Frank Jenkins and Wendy Grigg and was released on July
14. Its results were reported in the July 18 issue of Education Week
and the July 15 New York Times, among other publications.

Following is part of the executive summary of the study from
nces.ed.gov:

The goal of the study was to examine differences in mean
National Assessment of Educational Progress reading and mathe-
matics scores between public and private schools when selected

Jubl28, 2006 SChOOlLeaderHews 1




